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Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic, 
(RFB&D®), a national volunteer 
nonprofi t organization is the nation’s 
educational library serving people 
who cannot effectively read standard 
print because of visual impairment, 
dyslexia or other physical disability.

Established in 1951, the Rocky 
Mountain Unit of RFB&D operates 
a Denver studio where nearly 200 
local volunteers produce textbooks 
to support students in Colorado and 
nationwide. Last year our educational 
outreach program served 1,594 
Colorado students in 514 schools.

Our mission is to create opportunities 
for individual success by providing, 
and promoting the effective use of, 
accessible educational materials. 
Our vision is for all people to have 
equal access to the printed word. 

Rocky Mountain Unit
1355 South Colorado Boulevard
Suite C-406
Denver, Colorado 80222
303-757-0787 • www.rfbd.org
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2004 Record-A-Thon Set for April 19-23
The Ninth Annual Record-A-

Thon is underway with goals of 
225 recorded hours to boost the 
production of audio textbooks 
and $30,000 in donations for the 
operation of the Rocky Mountain 
Unit. 

First Lady Frances Owens is 
serving as honorary chair of the 
event and will lend her voice to 
reading a textbook while Mayor 
John Hickenlooper will launch 
the recording of Peace Like A River, 
the book chosen for the One Book 
One Denver initiative. They will be 
joined by readers from the media  
including Ed Sardella, Adele Arakawa, Mike Nelson, Tony Zarrella, Jim Benemann, 
Mike Landis, Dick Kelsey and Joyce Meskis of Tattered Cover Bookstore.

Last year’s event successfully raised $28,012, exceeding the goal of $26,200, to 
support the programs and services of the Unit. Donations received during April and 
May are part of the Record-A-Thon fi gures including dollars raised by volunteers 
who seek donations from friends and family, the silent and eBay auctions, matching 
gifts and any special mailings related to the annual event.

The studio is now completely converted from analog to digital technology 
for the production of recorded 
textbooks. Digitally recorded 
textbooks on CD provide 
members with unprecedented 
navigation and convenience. The 
contents of a standard textbook 
can be contained on a single CD 
that students navigate by page, 
chapter or section. RFB&D 
AudioPlus® textbooks can be 
played on standard multimedia 
PCs or specialized portable players. 
Also, volunteers report the digital 
process makes recording textbooks 
easier.

Dottie Listom, left, and Sally Campbell enjoyed the 
lunch offered at each session. Carman and Ray Skeehan 

provided all of the home baked breads and desserts served 
the entire week of the 2003 R-A-T.

Each recording break features a prize drawing. Jessica Saika 
decides on her choice from the assortment as Bob Writz, left 
and Bud King wait for Production Director Jim Elliott to draw 

the next name at 2003 R-A-T. Continued on page 7

Save the Date - May 20, 2004
Join us for tea at the Brown Palace Hotel
For more information call the studio at
303-757-0787
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LETTER FROM THE BOARD CHAIRPERSON

Dear Friends: 

We are proud to report while our Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic Unit has seen many 
changes this past year, we have made signifi cant progress and have realized a number of 
important achievements. 

With the resignations in September of Nirene King, executive director and in December of Jim 
Elliot, production director, we lost two valued and dedicated employees. Their years of service 
included transitioning the recording at our unit from analog to digital-audio and moving our 
unit into one of the top producers of books in the country. While we were sad to see them leave, 
we understand their desire to pursue professional and family interests and wish them well with 
their new endeavors. 

In response to staffi ng changes, the production department has been reorganized with Robert 
‘Bob’ Janowski promoted to Production Director and Rita Baysinger hired as Assistant 
Production Director. In addition, after a long search for just the right person, we hired a new 
Executive Director. Our new Executive Director is Elizabeth ‘Betsy’ Boudreau. Betsy has an 
extensive background in working with non-profi ts and is well known throughout the Denver 
Community. Betsy brings a wealth of experience to our unit as well as an enthusiasm for our 
mission – providing access to the printed word. Congratulations to all our new employees!

Even with the staffi ng changes this year, our unit continued to be one of the most productive 
of the 28 RFB&D units in the country. Our volunteer corps now utilize seven digital-audio 
booths to record materials from novels to medical textbooks. Since our volunteers possess a 
diverse and extensive educational expertise, we have one of the highest numbers of technical 
readers in the country. 

As we prepare for the Record-A-Thon, April 19-23, 2004, we are working hard to spread the 
word that while we have achieved many accomplishments, our Unit currently faces a very 
signifi cant fi nancial challenge. Over the past few years, we have not been able to maintain a 
balanced budget. We have relied on our reserves to cover ongoing operating defi cits and are 
now in danger of depleting these funds. Please let your family, friends and acquaintances 
know about the difference our organization makes in the lives of persons with disabilities. The 
Record-A-Thon, typically our most productive fundraiser of the year, is the perfect opportunity 
to speak proudly of RFB&D’s contribution to the lives of our members and expand the 
participation of our community members.

On behalf of the Rocky Mountain Unit for Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic, I thank you 
for your hard work and generous support. Your efforts have provided equal access to the printed 
word for approximately 120,000 persons with disabilities.

Lisa E. McGill
Board Chairperson

Robert Silber celebrates his 
96th birthday with RFB&D in 
December 2003. A lawyer, 
Bob started recording 
legal textbooks in January 
1952 and still volunteers in 
the studio weekly. Board 
Chairperson Lisa McGill 
helps with cutting the cake.

MEMBER SCHOOLS
IN COLORADO

These schools and school districts are Learning 
Through Listening® Institutional Members as 
of March 2004. Member schools are added 

throughout the year.

Adams County School District
Aims Community College

Arapahoe Community College
Aurora Public Schools

Boulder Valley School Districts
Bishop Machebeuf Catholic High School

Calhan School R.J.
Cheyenne Mountain High School

Colorado State University
Community College of Aurora
Community College of Denver
Community Transition House

Denver Public Schools
East High School 

Front Range Community College
Highland High Schools
Iliff School of Theology

Legacy High School
Littleton Public Schools

Metropolitan State College
Mount Carbon Elementary School

Mt. Evans BOCES
Naropa University

Peyton School District
Pikes Peak Community College

Poudre School District
Powell Middle School

Regis University
Smoky Hill High School

Stanley British Primary School
University of Colorado-Boulder

University of Colorado-Colorado Springs
University of Colorado-Denver

University of Northern Colorado
Weld RE-4 Schools

Wildcat Mountain School

For more information about RFB&D membership at 
the school or individual level, please contact the 

Denver offi ce, 303-757-0787.
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Gifts to the Denver Unit between July 1, 2002 and June 30, 2003
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Foundations, Corporations, 
Organizations   

1st Bank of South Jeffco  
7-Eleven - Denver  
A.V. Hunter Trust  
Anschutz Family Foundation 
Barbara Pearson, Independent Mary Kay 
Consultant   
Bock & CO.  
Bonfils-Stanton Foundation  
Broomfield Tri-County Lions Club  
The Nathan B. and Florence R.
 Burt Foundation  
Compass Bank  
Conifer Lions Club  
David M. Summers, Esq.   
Denver Foundation  
Denver Lions Foundation  
Educational Opportunity Program 
El Pomar Foundation 
Fort Morgan High School 
George Washington High School 
Gill Lions Club 
Golden High School 
Harmes C. Fishback Foundation 

Integrated Utilities 
J. K. Mullen Foundation 
John Mall High School 
Helen K. and Arthur E. Johnson Foundation 
Kenneth Kendal King Foundation 
La Junta High School
La Veta High School 
Lions Club of Douglas County 
Littleton Lions Club 
Lyons Lions Club 
Mabel Y. Hughes Charitable Trust 
McGee, Hearne & Paiz, LLP  
Mesa Ridge High School 
MetLife Foundation 
Montbello High School
Mullen High School 
Northglenn High School 
Qwest Foundation 
Schramm Foundation
Senior Care of Colorado PC 
Sterne-Elder Memorial Trust 
Village Homes of Colorado, Inc.  

Western Gas Resources, Inc.  

Bequests 

Dwight M.Brookins
Margaretta E. Chalfant
Isabel S. Deering
Bernice L. Laub

Grace Isabelle McNaught

Gifts-In-Kind 

Andres Restaurant 
Anita Schimmel 
Applebee’s at Tamarac 
Arby’s Restaurants 
Arrowhead Golf Club 
Arvada Center for the Arts & Humanities 
Audry Deichsel 
Aurora Summit 
Bent Noodle 
Brenda Schaack 
Carmen & Ray Skeehan 
Carol Skoff 
Catherine Sheehan 
Colorado Cinemas 
Colorado Proud Gift Baskets
Comedy Works
ConocoPhillips
Dan Green
David & Kathy Wallace

Denver Center Attractions
Denver Center Theatre Company
Diane Choate
Fresh Fish Co.
Good Times Restaurants
Great Northern Tavern
Green Valley Ranch Golf Club
Harsha Krishnan
Helga’s German Restaurant
Imperial Headwear
Inverness Golf Club
Isle of Capri Casinos
Jeanne & Hank Hanschen
Jill Tietjen
James Elliott
John Massman
Jus Cookins’ Restaurant
Kathleen Strizich Premier Designs Jewelry
Landmark Theatres
Larry Skurnick
Lehre’s Flowers
Loews Denver
LouAnne Beebe
Louis DuPuis
Macaroni Grill-Cherry Creek
Mark Wong Ceramic Arts
MarkWest Hydrocarbon, Inc 
Mary Lou & Jim Green
McCormick’s Fish House & Bar
Missy Balaun
Nirene King
Olive Garden-Aurora
Pat Caviliere
Perry Park Country Club
Philip Jolas
Qdoba Mexican Grilll
Red Hawk Ridge Golf Course
Red Lobster-Aurora
Rita Baysinger   
Robert Janowski
Robert Writz
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
Safeway
See’s Candies
Shirley Sullivan
Summer Ski Train
Susan Schneider
Tattered Cover Book Store
Teri Smith
The Ridge at Castle Pines North
Tom Kampman



Tom Schmied
Trudy Fowler
VanAllen Salon
Village Inn on Hampden
VIVA! Program-University of Denver
Wings Over Rockies Museum
Yanni’s Greek Taverna

Product Donation 

Chick-fil-A  Restaurants - Denver

Matching Gifts 

AEGON Transamerica Foundation 
C N A Foundation 
Exxonmobil Foundation 

The Charles Schwab Corp. Foundation 

Memorial Gifts

Marian Espy
 James Espy
Virginia Githens
 John Githens, Jr. 
Bernice Laub
 John & Leslie Hawkins
 Mim & Thomas Carney
 Deb & T.J. Carney
 John Brant
 Shirley & Earle Bellamy
 Patricia & Leo Bradley
LaVerne Marshall
 Dorothy Marshall
Mildred Mills
 Fred & Virginia Mattson 
 Eloise Weigandt & Family 
Shirley Irene Wells 
 Neal & Janice Adams 
 Albert Alpert 
 Carolyn Allen 
 American Produce LLC 
 Colleen Barnwell 
  Bausman & Co.,Inc.  
 Mr. & Mrs. Lou Bell 
 Ann Bentley 
 Dan &  Betty Berich
 Susan Bolick 
 Robert & Gretta Boshara 
 Louise Bower 
 Harry & Betty Bowland 
 Sally Bowman
 Cecil & Martha Bullock
 Judith Bynum

 James & Susan Calvert
 Robert & Rebecca Cauble
 Mack & Sara Clayton
 Colorado Classic Furniture, Inc. 
 Ann Cope
 Daniel & Peggy Cronin
 Georgiana Crouter
 Marshall & Anne Diggs
 Dr. & Mrs. Robert Eldridge
 Eridan LLC
 James Frazier
 Terry & Sharon Frazier
 Martha Frisch
 Dixon Galbreath
 Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Gaylord
 Bradley Gaylord
 Lisa Giannascoli
 Marvin Goldfogel
 Howard & Beverly Grant
 Hamilton PTSA
 Donald & Dixie Hanna
 Janet Harrison
 Nancy Heller
 Henry Calvin Fabrics
 Lloyd & Phyllis Hightower
 Richard & Patricia Hines
 Robert & Susan Hochstetter
  Hoffmiller, Ltd. 
 Thayer Hubbard
 Janice Hurd
 HW Homes, Inc. 
 Maureen Hymson
  Jack Barton & Co., Inc. 
 James & Mary Kane
 Laurene Kenney
 Jeffrey Larson
 Rosanna Littrell
 George & Georgean Lycas
 Jonrdonna Maragos
 Elizabeth Marsh
 Tom & Ruth McCarthy
 James & Dorothy McGavran
 Nancy McRae
 Marbelle Meadows
 John & Rita Meehan
 Frank & Marlene Miler
 Lisa Mulrennan
 Karen Walker Nissen
 Hill & Marci Orloff
 Christopher & Suzanne Pacetti
 Florence Pekrul

 William & Mary Rice
 Betty Richardson
 Merry Rybolt
 Jeff & Kathleen Sandler
 Norma Schultz
 J. Brian & Dian Searles
 Geraldine & Arthur Shenkin
 Stanford & Andrew Simon
 Constance Sims
 John & Sharon Soderena
 Ron Sterenson
 Student Movers, Inc. 
 Betty Stumm
 Gloria Tripp
 University Park Creative Arts PTA
 Kimberley Ward
 Marvin Weiss
 Thomas & Virginia Wells
 Gary & Lisa Wells
 Marscha Winterfield
 Woodland Furniture LLC
 David & Mary Louise Wyatt
 David & Debbie Younggren

Catherine Sheehan, right, accepts her Chick-fil-A sandwich 
coupon from Development Director Judith Grant. All 2003 R-A-T 

vounteers reeived a free sandwhich coupon.

Every effort has been made to list donor 
names accurately. Any omissions or errors 
are genuinely inadvertent. Should you have 
any questions or comments about this listing, 
please call RFB&D’s Rocky Mountain Unit 
office in Denver at 303-757-0787.

Chick-fil-A to Be Product 
Sponsor Second Year



Sources of Revenue - 2003

Foundations
43%

Individuals
8%

Community
Organizations

5% Special Events
15%

Interest &
Dividends

5%

Other Revenue
6%

Legacies &
Trusts 17%

Corporations
1%

Burt Foundation 
Offers Challenge 
Grant

The Rocky Mountain Unit has 
been awarded a $2,000 challenge 
grant by the Nathan B. and Florence 
R. Burt Foundation. This means that 
when the Unit raises $2,000 in an 
effort devoted specifically to meeting 
the challenge, the Foundation will 
provide the matching $2,000. If you 
would like to participate in helping 
RFB&D reach the $2,000 goal for 
this effort, please use the enclosed 
envelope. Donations must be 
received by May 31, to apply towards 
this challenge. The Burt Foundation 
is a long time supporter of the Unit, 
so we are pleased to be offered this 
challenge.

Again this year a silent auction 
will be held in the studio along with 
an eBay auction to add interest. 
A wide variety of items including 
restaurant visits, personal services, 
art items, golf outings and Bronco 
tickets will be displayed in the studio 
for two weeks allowing people to 
make bids at a convenient time. The 
eBay items will appear the week of 
April 17. Volunteers at each recording 
session will again be treated to a free 
sandwich coupon from Chick-fil-
A restaurants and local businesses 
have provided a variety of items as 
gifts for drawings and as prizes for 
production goals and funds raised.

Thanks to the volunteers and 
donors who helped make Record-A-
Thon 2003 a success! Plan now to 
participate in this year’s event. Drop 
by during Record-A-Thon between 
8 a.m. and 8 p.m. to bid on some 
great auction items!

Continued from page 1

Donation of Auction Items Welcome
Donations for the Record-A-Thon auction are especially appreciated. This year we 
will hold a silent auction in the studio and place additional items on eBay for a wider 
audience.  Donation ideas include art works, jewelry, collectibles, recreation packag-
es or individual experiences, restaurant and spa gift certificates and theme designed 
“baskets.”  These baskets might feature food, beverages, garden items or other cre-
ative ideas. The studio is open for donations Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. and Friday until noon if you have items to deliver. Please call 303-757-0787 
if you would like more information on the silent auction or eBay auction. 

5 Year Production Totals
Recorded 
Hours



1355 South Colorado Boulevard
Suite C-406
Denver, Colorado 80222

Your Support Makes the Difference
There are many ways you can help the Rocky Mountain Unit.

• Check/cash provides an outright gift with an immediate impact on our services.

• Credit Cards can be used for convenience, saving you postage and time. Credit card donations may also be arranged on 
a monthly or quarterly basis. 

• Matching Gifts can double your donation as it directs your current or former employer to match your contribution to 
enhance our programs and services.

• In-Kind Gifts allow you to make a donation of products that support the operation of the Rocky Mountain Unit without 
affecting your immediate cash flow.

• Donate a Car, Truck, Motorcycle or RV to the Rocky Mountain Unit. You will receive free towing and a tax deduction. 

• Stock Gifts, bequests and annuities are other ways in which your generosity can make an important contribution to the 
future of the Rocky Mountain Unit.

• Adopt-A-Text gifts provide an acknowledgement of your generosity with a recorded message at the beginning and end 
of each textbook. 

• Memorial/Honor Gifts commemorate any occasion. Your thoughtfulness will be communicated to those you are honoring 
without the amount of your charitable gift  being disclosed.

For additional information or for a confidential discussion to explore giving opportunities, call 303-757-0787, extension 19.


